THE ARTIST’S
HIGHWAY:
A CREATIVE
PACIFIC COAST ==
HIGHWAY
ROAD TRIP

A culturally immersive journey
through coastal California’s
galleries, mission heritage and
creative communities that shaped
the American West.




Night 1: Ojai

Nights 2-3: Santa Barbara

Night 4: Santa Ynez Valley or Cambria
Night 5-6: Big Sur or Carmel

Night 7-8: Santa Cruz

Nights 9+: San Francisco

THE TRIP

Itinerary overview

This cultural journey traces California’s
creative spine from Los Angeles to
San Francisco along the Pacific Coast
Highway, connecting artist colonies,
historic missions, culinary destinations
and dramatic coastal landscapes.
Designed for long-haul travelers

seeking depth over distance, the

itinerary prioritizes longer stays in key
destinations, allowing time to engage
with local communities, creative
traditions, and the landscapes that
have inspired generations of artists,

writers and filmmakers.



The Stats

Total Distance: Approximately 500 miles (805 km)

Total Driving Time: Approximately 15 hours (not including stops)
Recommended Duration: 9-10 nights
Route: Pacific Coast Highway (CA-1) and US-101

Trade Positioning: Ideal for travelers seeking a scenic, culturally rich
California journey combining art, food, wine and coastal experiences with

time to linger in each destination.
Essential Planning Notes:

« Verify Highway 1accessibility through Big Sur prior to travel

» Reserve key experiences in advance (Hearst Castle, concerts,
MICHELIN dining)

« Build flexibility for scenic stops, galleries, and local discoveries

Professional Tip for Advisors: Position this journey as an immersive road trip
where the drive itself is a core experience, not simply transit

between destinations.



® Day 1: Los Angeles to Ojai

Distance: 85 miles (137 km)
Driving Time: 1 hour 45 minutes
« After exploring Los Angeles’ major arts institutions, travel north to Ojai, a
tranquil artist enclave known for its exceptional light, creative heritage, and
relaxed atmosphere. The town’s galleries, outdoor bookstore, and farm-to-
table dining scene offer an ideal introduction to California’s creative culture.
» Lodging: Ojai Valley Inn - Capri Hotel - Ojai Rancho Inn

® Day 2-3: Ojai to Santa Barbara

Distance: 38 miles (61km)
Driving Time: 50 minutes
« Spend two nights in Santa Barbara to experience its Spanish Colonial
architecture, mission heritage, arts institutions, and coastal lifestyle. The Funk
Zone district, waterfront promenades, and vibrant dining scene provide a
balance of culture and leisure.

» Lodging: Hotel Californian - The Upham - Beachfront resorts



o Day 4: Santa Barbara to Santa Ynez Valley or Cambria

Distance: Approximately 95 miles (153 km)
Driving Time: Approximately 2.5 hours
« Travel through wine country into the Central Coast. Choose between a wine-
focused overnightin Santa Ynez Valley or a coastal arts experience in Cambria,
positioning travelers for the Big Sur drive.
+ Lodging:
« The Landsby - Hotel Ynez - Inn at Mattei’s Tavern
« Oceanpoint Ranch - El Colibri Hotel & Spa

@ Day5-6 Cambria to Big Sur / Carmel

Distance: ~70 miles (113 km)

Driving Time: ~2 hours

+ Dedicate two nights to Big Sur or Carmel to fully experience California’s most
dramatic coastline. Visit Hearst Castle en route, then continue through iconic
viewpoints, redwood groves, and coastal trails.

+ Lodging: Alila Ventana Big Sur - Big Sur Lodge - Carmel boutique hotels
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O Day 7-8: Big Sur to Santa Cruz

Distance: 75 miles (121km)

Driving Time: Approximately 2 hours

« Continue north through Carmel to Santa Cruz, where surf culture, creative
communities, and coastal scenery converge. Museums, local markets and
outdoor activities offer an authentic perspective on California life.

+ Lodging: Dream Inn - Hotel Paradox - West Cliff Inn

@® Day 9+: Santa Cruz to San Francisco

Distance: 75 miles (121km)

Driving Time: Approximately 1.5 hours

« Concludein San Francisco, a global cultural capital known for its museums,
neighborhoods, culinary excellence, and performing arts. Multiple nights allow
for deeper exploration and optional day trips.

« Lodging: Luxury downtown hotels - Boutique neighborhood properties



Extra Time Options

Ojai
« Wellness retreats and spa experiences
+ Cycling or hiking in surrounding valleys
Santa Barbara
+ Channellslands National Park excursion
« Private wine touringin Santa Ynez Valley
+ Coastal sailing or kayaking
Santa Ynez Valley / Cambria
« Vineyard experiences and culinary workshops
» Horseback riding or ranch experiences
« Coastal wildlife tours
Big Sur / Carmel
+ Guided redwood hikes
+ Scenic drivesincluding 17-Mile Drive
« Wellness and nature experiences
Santa Cruz
« Monterey Bay Aquarium visit
» Redwoods rail excursion
« Surf lessons or coastal cycling
San Francisco
« Napa or Sonoma wine country
+ AlcatrazIsland
+ Sausalito and Marin Headlands
» Muir Woods National Monument



Agent Notes

Designed for travelers who prefer immersion over fast-paced sightseeing.
Works well for both first-time and repeat visitors seeking depth.

Highlight Big Sur as a major trip centerpiece requiring advance planning.
Emphasize flexibility — the itinerary can be shortened by removing one
Central Coast stop.

Suitable for couples, premium travelers, and culturally motivated clients.
Encourage clients to allow unstructured time for discovery and

local experiences.
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